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Brazilian Immigration Center


Goals


      ESL progs


      Economic justice; safe and fair working conditions i.e. correct compensation for labor hours


      Drivers licenses


      Undocumented student access to higher education


      Legalization of all immigrants

Instate tuition for children of undocumented immigrants—legislation called Dream

Massachusetts: Other Hispanic or Latino: 198,367  3.1% of the population
Total US—went from 65,000~ to 180,000~ from 1990 to 2000 making the .1% of the population and percent change of 17.4% ~  ??

Total in Massachusetts: 30,583; .5% of population

Contacts with Brazilians on college campuses—tufts, NE etc involvement with BIC?
BIC says in jan 2003 article that state has ~150,000 brazilians

The Brazilian Consulate in Boston believes there are from  150,000 to  200,000 Brazilians in Massachusetts. Greater Boston has at least 45,000, the consulate said.
Faufto DaRocha, the executive director of the Brazilian Immigrant Center in Allston, said one way to determine  the Brazilian population in any town is to count  the number of Brazilian businesses and houses of worship.

"If you have one church and one store, you have at least 500 people living in that city," DaRocha said. "In Quincy we have about four businesses and three churches. There are at least 1,500 to 2,000 people living there."

"It's not realistic. The number is low," she said. "A lot of Brazilians live here who don't want to answer the census questions." – on the census vs. actual numbers

Immigrant unity—


Why is there so much tension bw communities—claims that all lie about numbers to get access to social services

**need to find out how BIC got the numbers for % for church and businesses to figure out population
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*retail sector in Framingham lured many brazilian immigrants there in the 1990s where they had 2-3 jobs; rise in unemployment has hit them the hardest

*According to Ilma Paixao, president of the Brazilian American Association, one of the best ways state lawmakers could help illegal immigrants would be to allow them to get driver's licenses and some driver's education.

* The number of Brazilians nabbed along the Mexican border skyrocketed from 1,241 in 2001 to 5,008 in 2003; 2004 ~6,500

Contacts within the community:
Zelita Vieira, Brazilian outreach coordinator at the Southern Middlesex Opportunity Council and president of the Brazilian Community Association
Faufto DaRocha, the executive director of the Brazilian Immigrant Center in Allston

Brazilian American Association

Brazilian Community Association (Framingham?)
